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Distinguished Guests, Mr. Ambassador, Dear Friends: 

We come to the part of the program when we switch to English so that those of you whose primary 

language is English can participate with us in our commemoration of Hungary’s democratic revolution 

and war independence of 1848 - 1849. 

Actually, I will focus on Lajos Kossuth’s highly acclaimed trip to the United States from December 4, 1851 

until July 14, 1852 – a trip made for the purpose of urging and convincing America to intervene on behalf 

of defeated Hungary by supporting Hungary's struggle against Austria.   

From the moment he set foot on American soil, Kossuth was enthusiastically received.  During his 

extended tour of eastern United States, Kossuth delivered more than 300 public addresses and lectures, 

including his famous speech in which he stated, “All for the people and all by the people.  Nothing about 

the people without the people.  That is Democracy, and that is the ruling tendency of the spirit of our age.” 

These words were uttered by Kossuth over a decade before President Abraham Lincoln's famed “for the 

people, by the people” speech given at Gettysburg in 1863.   

Kossuth’s triumphant six-month tour of America was an unprecedented success.  Everywhere he went he 

was greeted as a hero, a champion of liberty.  He addressed both Houses of Congress, met with President 

Fillmore and was hailed by Secretary of State Daniel Webster.  During his stay, 250 poems, dozens of 

books, and thousands of editorials were written about Kossuth and his democratic ideals.   

And his visit did leave a legacy in the United States that extended into the next century, as attested to by 

Theodore Roosevelt’s eloquent words when on April 2, 1910 in the Hungarian parliament he said, "There 

is no more illustrious history than the history of the Magyar nation. . . . The whole civilized world is 

indebted to Magyarland for its historic deeds.”  These were sentiments that reverberated throughout 

America, at least for another ten years and then again in 1956. 

And yet, despite his eloquence and tremendous popularity, Kossuth was not able to convince the United 

States government to recognize the Hungarian cause and independence.  When he turned to Henry Clay, 

by then an elder statesman, Clay explained that Americans did not help because by giving official support 

to the Hungarian cause, they would have abandoned their “ancient policy of amity and non-intervention."  

And so what is my point this afternoon?   



 

 

Well, first, the United States is no longer pursuing a policy of isolationism and Hungary is a NATO ally. 

Second, Hungarians still have issues which must be resolved.  For example, one finds 

mischaracterizations about Hungary, as we recently did when we read an incredible  reference to 

Putinization of the country in a respected newspaper; or when Romania flouts constitutional guarantees 

to the right to an education in the mother tongue; or when Romania fails to restore the independent 

Hungarian state university in Kolozsvar and virtually treats the legitimate request for autonomy of the 

Szekelyland as an act of treason; or when Slovakia adopts a discriminatory law restricting the use of 

Hungarian in the public sphere; and I could go on. 

Third, resolution of these issues is in the best interest of the United States, as it would promote stability, 

democracy and prosperity in Central Europe.   

And this is where Kossuth’s example comes into play.  We can also educate the public in our communities 

about these critically important matters.  As Americans knowledgeable about the history, cultures and 

realities of that part of the world, we are in a unique position to influence our government; to speak up; 

to write articles, letters to the editor; to meet with our congressional Representatives; to educate, 

educate, educate and thereby dispel faulty information about Hungary resulting either from ignorance or 

motivated by political considerations and support policies that will promote democracy and minority 

rights.   

As a community we must reach out and involve younger generations in this exciting and challenging task.  

We must find and assist those Hungarian Americans who although not fluent in Hungarian, nevertheless 

are consciously aware of their cultural traditions and are poised to enter the professions, business or 

government.  

 We must engage in a persistent, tireless and, above all, professional effort to educate and counter 

misinformation.   

We need people and organizations knowledgeable about politics and the political process.   

Let us reach out and find all who want to participate in this noble quest which will ensure democracy for 

all Hungarians and advance the foreign policy interests of our great American homeland. 

As we commemorate March 15, let us not stop with Kossuth’s triumph and inability to secure America’s 

support for the cause of Hungary’s freedom, but let us unite and seize the moment so that 2011 and 

beyond will be a success of historic proportions. 


